
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter  Date :  Apr i l  2014  

Issue 20  

Buckden CE  School 

(Primary Academy Trust) 

Dear Parents

 

All terms seem to be busy and this one was no exception.  We are now over 2/3 rds of the 

way through the school year and are looking forward to the Easter 

eventful term.

 

One of the main events of the term was the visit by Ofsted

in school were an

parents who supported the school

now been published (earlier than expected) and was sent home via Parentmail at the end of 

last week.  I hope you have all taken the time to read it.  

 

The school has had many events over the course

classes have had their class assemblies which have been attended by parents.  The rest of 

the school will have their class assemblies in the summer term.  The dates are on the back of 

this letter.  We have had two l

Mothers Day lunch.  For both of these occasions a large number of the parent body, around 

100 visitors for each lunch, came along to enjoy the meals.  Well done to Mrs Bigg and her 

kitchen team for all

Our major fundraising event this term was the Sport Relief Mile when the children walked 

around the field in their pyjamas and onesies to raise money for the charity.  Well done to 

everyone 

another two events this term, both of which were well attended.  Thank you for organising 

the Valentines Disco and the Cinema Night.   Our Reception and Key Stage 1 childr

their visit to Duxford.  Although they spent much of the day dodging heavy rain and hail 

showers, everyone came back excited about their busy day.  To finish off the busy term the 

Year 3/4 classes presented their play ‘Cinderella and Rockerfella

done to everyone 

 

One happy event taking place during the Easter holidays is the wedding of Miss Povey.  She 

will be returning to school as Mrs Bell.  Congratulations to her and 

your wedding day.  We have also said good bye to three members of staff.  After over 10 

years working at the school Mr Chapman has taken a career change and is now travelling to 

golf clubs nationwide as a sales support representa

being able to combine his hobby with his professional life.  Good luck to Mr Chapman in his 

new role.  As many parents already know Mrs Dickie has resigned to concentrate on  

returning to full health.  Mrs Wishart, 

resigned from her position at the school.  The SENDCo role has now been taken on by 

myself.  If you have any concerns or issues relating to SEND, please contact me via my e

address. 

 

I would like to conclude by thanking you for your continued support.  I wish you all a restful 

holiday and a very happy Easter. 

 

 

Miss A Anderson

Headteacher

e-mail: head@buckden.cambs.sch.uk
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Buckden CE  School  

(Primary Academy Trust) 

Newsletter 

Dear Parents 

All terms seem to be busy and this one was no exception.  We are now over 2/3 rds of the 

way through the school year and are looking forward to the Easter 

eventful term. 

One of the main events of the term was the visit by Ofsted.   Th

in school were an intense and busy time for the staff, governors and pupils.   Thank you to all 

parents who supported the school throughout the inspection period.

now been published (earlier than expected) and was sent home via Parentmail at the end of 

last week.  I hope you have all taken the time to read it.   

The school has had many events over the course of the term since January.  Some of the 

classes have had their class assemblies which have been attended by parents.  The rest of 

the school will have their class assemblies in the summer term.  The dates are on the back of 

this letter.  We have had two large luncheon events – a Chinese New Year meal and the 

Mothers Day lunch.  For both of these occasions a large number of the parent body, around 

100 visitors for each lunch, came along to enjoy the meals.  Well done to Mrs Bigg and her 

kitchen team for all the hard work that goes into preparing the meals for these occasions.  

Our major fundraising event this term was the Sport Relief Mile when the children walked 

around the field in their pyjamas and onesies to raise money for the charity.  Well done to 

ryone – you raised well over £220.00.  This event was organised by FOBS who also had 

another two events this term, both of which were well attended.  Thank you for organising 

the Valentines Disco and the Cinema Night.   Our Reception and Key Stage 1 childr

their visit to Duxford.  Although they spent much of the day dodging heavy rain and hail 

showers, everyone came back excited about their busy day.  To finish off the busy term the 

Year 3/4 classes presented their play ‘Cinderella and Rockerfella

done to everyone – another accomplished performance by our children.

One happy event taking place during the Easter holidays is the wedding of Miss Povey.  She 

will be returning to school as Mrs Bell.  Congratulations to her and 

your wedding day.  We have also said good bye to three members of staff.  After over 10 

years working at the school Mr Chapman has taken a career change and is now travelling to 

golf clubs nationwide as a sales support representative.  He is in the enviable position of 

being able to combine his hobby with his professional life.  Good luck to Mr Chapman in his 

new role.  As many parents already know Mrs Dickie has resigned to concentrate on  

returning to full health.  Mrs Wishart, who has been on long term sick leave has also 

resigned from her position at the school.  The SENDCo role has now been taken on by 

myself.  If you have any concerns or issues relating to SEND, please contact me via my e

 

I would like to conclude by thanking you for your continued support.  I wish you all a restful 

holiday and a very happy Easter.  

Miss A Anderson 

Headteacher                         

mail: head@buckden.cambs.sch.uk 

A message from the Headteacher

     Headteacher:   M iss  A Ander son

                                               Ass istant  Headteacher:  Mrs M Heather    

 

(Primary Academy Trust)  

All terms seem to be busy and this one was no exception.  We are now over 2/3 rds of the 

way through the school year and are looking forward to the Easter break after another 

The days the Ofsted team were 

intense and busy time for the staff, governors and pupils.   Thank you to all 

throughout the inspection period.  The Ofsted report has 

now been published (earlier than expected) and was sent home via Parentmail at the end of 

of the term since January.  Some of the 

classes have had their class assemblies which have been attended by parents.  The rest of 

the school will have their class assemblies in the summer term.  The dates are on the back of 

a Chinese New Year meal and the 

Mothers Day lunch.  For both of these occasions a large number of the parent body, around 

100 visitors for each lunch, came along to enjoy the meals.  Well done to Mrs Bigg and her 

the hard work that goes into preparing the meals for these occasions.  

Our major fundraising event this term was the Sport Relief Mile when the children walked 

around the field in their pyjamas and onesies to raise money for the charity.  Well done to 

you raised well over £220.00.  This event was organised by FOBS who also had 

another two events this term, both of which were well attended.  Thank you for organising 

the Valentines Disco and the Cinema Night.   Our Reception and Key Stage 1 children enjoyed 

their visit to Duxford.  Although they spent much of the day dodging heavy rain and hail 

showers, everyone came back excited about their busy day.  To finish off the busy term the 

Year 3/4 classes presented their play ‘Cinderella and Rockerfella’ during this week.  Well 

another accomplished performance by our children. 

One happy event taking place during the Easter holidays is the wedding of Miss Povey.  She 

will be returning to school as Mrs Bell.  Congratulations to her and her fiancé – good luck for 

your wedding day.  We have also said good bye to three members of staff.  After over 10 

years working at the school Mr Chapman has taken a career change and is now travelling to 

tive.  He is in the enviable position of 

being able to combine his hobby with his professional life.  Good luck to Mr Chapman in his 

new role.  As many parents already know Mrs Dickie has resigned to concentrate on  

who has been on long term sick leave has also 

resigned from her position at the school.  The SENDCo role has now been taken on by 

myself.  If you have any concerns or issues relating to SEND, please contact me via my e-mail 

I would like to conclude by thanking you for your continued support.  I wish you all a restful 

A message from the Headteacher 

Headteacher:   M iss  A Ander son

Ass istant  Headteacher:  Mrs M Heather    



Year 6 Values AwardsArtefacts Day ~ Travel through theliz.ashby32@btinternet.com 

decades in   

 

 

Dinner Money Payments 
Dinner money for the whole term will be £127.60 (£121.00 if 

your child is going to Albrighton).  For the first half term dinner 

money will be £50.60 (£44.00 if your child is going to 

Albrighton) and for the second half term, £77.00.  Dinner 

money may be paid for by the half term or the week – in 

advance.  Please make your cheque payable to Buckden 

School and send it in on the first day of the new term. 

 

PLEASE HELP US BY ENSURING THAT PAYMENT IS ALWAYS 

MADE IN ADVANCE OR WE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE 

YOUR CHILD WITH A MEAL.   

 

If you would like to come in and have a dinner with your child 

it will be £3.50.  Could you ensure this meal is booked by 9.30 

am, either at the school office or by telephone.  Please could 

adult meals be paid for in cash on the day you wish to come 

into school.  
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  Values Awards 
The following children have been given a Values Award for 

being aspirational or being thoughtful throughout the 

Spring term. 

 

Wallabies  Harry Negus 

   Isla Slimm 

Blue Toucans  Jack Farrance 

   Poppy Squire 

Dolphins   Ashton Hills 

   Molly Steele 

Hamsters  Neive Bloomsmar 

   Hollie Brown 

Westies   Ellen Daley 

   Louis Deans 

Pandas   Lottie Hewson 

   Jacob Whittington 

Junebugs  Beatrice Anderson 

   Callum Cook 

Wolves   Lille Farrance 

   Callum Redwood 

Falcons   Charlie Peters 

   Millie Steel 

Barracudas  Joanna Barrett 

   Jamie Buckenham  

Purple Lizards  Jayden Dutton  

   Catherine Miles 

 

Honours Awards 
The following children have been given an Honours Award 

for dedication to reading throughout the Spring term. 

 

Wallabies  Elodie Barnes 

   Elodie Moss  

Blue Toucans  Joe Clarke 

   Harry Skinner 

Dolphins   Eloise Graves 

   Joshua Young 

Hamsters  Amelia McGrath 

   Callum Young 

Westies   Louis De-Pina 

   Sean Flanagan 

Pandas   William Clarke 

   Harrison McDonnell 

Junebugs  Bailey Holland 

   Isobel McDonell 

Wolves   Alex Dunford 

   Millicent Dunn-Markham 

Falcons   Adam Read 

   Kira Shipley 

Barracudas  Maisie Isaac 

   Mia MacIntyre 

Purple Lizards  James Cummerson 

   Jasper Hewson 

   Henry Kendrick 

   Jasmine McLoughlin 

   Tilly Presland 

 

 
PARENTS DIRECT 

The Quick and Convenient Way to Order School Uniform 

***SUMMER UNIFORM ORDERING OPTIONS*** 

Place your online order with Brigade before 

FRIDAY 18
th

 JULY  

for delivery in time for the new school term 

 

LOG ONTO www.brigadeuniformdirect.uk.com AND SELECT 

YOUR SCHOOL FROM THE DROP DOWN LIST PROVIDED 

• Quality garments embroidered with school crest. 

• Easy to navigate, secure password protected 

website. 

• Free delivery on orders over £50.00 (we recommend 

that parents club together to take advantage of this). 

• Delivered direct to your door – please note, at this 

particularly busy time of year can take up to 28 days. 

• £2.95 + VAT delivery on orders under £50.00. 

• First class customer service.   

 

 

Uniform 
When we return to school after the Easter holidays the girls 

should be wearing their summer dresses.  Ties do not need to 

be worn until we return to school after the October half term.  

Please can you also ensure that if your child is wearing sandals 

they are navy or white, in line with the school uniform policy. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Governors Column 
Well I can’t believe it is my turn to write this column again. Time seems to whizz past so fast once your children start school, 

sometimes it is good to stop and take stock. 

 

From the perspective of communications I feel we have made some great progress. Since I last wrote to you we have seen the 

introduction of a new school website, a face book page and twitter account. A move towards paperless communication has seen 

the majority of our communication delivered through parent mail, with only a handful of parents/carers receiving paper copies. Not 

only has this significantly saved on the amount of paper we use it has also seen better access to communications for parents/carers 

with no more letters lost at the bottom of the school bag! The weekly roundup email seems to be a positive addition with many of 

you commenting on how useful this is just to make sure you haven’t missed anything.  

 

The parent/carer survey has taken on a new online format, which has seen our best response rate since we started the surveys.  

This new format has allowed us to analyse the data in more detail and to respond to issues raised much more quickly. It is also a lot 

less time consuming for us than having to manually collate the information. 

 

In response to the last survey, where communication on the progress of your child scored quite low, we were able to quickly 

introduce the half termly progress updates. As a parent I have found these really useful and speaking to teachers they are also 

finding them a great way to keep in touch with parents.  We are also able to use this format to quickly understand your opinion on 

issues that may arise and we have recently used it when looking at a change to the term dates. The response was fantastic and we 

were able to come back to you very quickly with a decision taking into account the views of the majority of parents in the school. It 

has helped enormously in our aim to engage parents/carers in a positive dialogue.  Communication is always a work in progress and 

ours is by no means perfect but we have made considerable improvement and it remains a key part of what we do as a school. 

 

I am continuing to work with Mrs Jaynes in my role as link governor for science and accompanied the year 3 & 4’s on their trip to 

the science museum in London. It was wonderful to see the children really engaging with exhibits and a great way to spark their 

interest in all things scientific. Mrs Jaynes did a great job of organising and the children really enjoyed their day. 

 

As I am sure you are all aware we recently had another Ofsted inspection. I would encourage you all to read the comparison tables 

that we emailed out so you can fully understand the progress that has been made. Mrs Anderson, Mrs Heather and all the staff 

have worked so hard to achieve what they have in the short time since our last inspection and really do deserve a well done. There 

is still work to be done but we are definitely on the right track. 

 

I hope you all have a restful and enjoyable Easter break. 

 

Louise Steel   

Parent Governor /Chair Communications committee 
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Mid-morning Snacks 
The school has had enquiries about mid-morning snacks and 

what the children may bring into school.  The children in 

Reception and Key Stage 1 do not need a snack as they 

receive a piece of fruit every day as part of the Government 

scheme.  In keeping with our healthy eating schools policy the 

children in Key Stage 2 may bring in a piece of fruit or a 

healthy cereal bar without chocolate covering (no crisps or 

chocolate snacks please) to have at morning playtime.    

 

Can parents also ensure their children bring their filled water 

bottles to school.  These are kept in the classroom and are 

available during the day.  Also following our healthy eating 

policy could parents refrain from putting unhealthy food and 

snacks in lunch boxes.   

 

Sun Hats/Sun Cream 
When we return to school for the Summer term we are 

hopeful of enjoying warmer weather.  Please ensure that 

your child has a suitable sun hat in their school bag to use on 

hot days when the children are out on the school field during 

sports lessons and at playtimes and lunchtimes.   If your child 

does not have a sunhat during very hot weather they will not 

be allowed to go outside.  We have a limited stock available 

from the school office and the cost is £4.00.  Please also 

ensure that your child’s water bottle is sent into school every 

day. 

We are recommending that parents apply a high factor sun 

cream or total sun block to all exposed parts of their child’s 

body – face, neck, arms and legs – in the morning before 

they come to school.  A high factor sun cream will protect 

your child for the whole day.   Please do not send suncream 

into school.  The staff in school are not allowed to apply 

suncream.  This is a child protection issue.   
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Teaching Assistant Required 
 

Buckden CE School 

(Primary Academy Trust) 

School Lane, Buckden, 

St Neots, PE19 5TT  

01480 810241 

office@buckden.cambs.sch.uk 

www.buckdenschool.co.uk  

 

Required for Summer Term 2014 

Temporary Contract from 6
th

 May 2014 to August 2014 

 

Experienced Teaching Assistant - Level 2 for Key Stage 1 

Hours:  26.25 hours a week  

Monday to Friday:  9.00 am to 12.00 pm and 1.00 pm to 3.15 pm  (5.25 hours) 

   

We are looking for: 

• Someone who will work positively as part of a team. 

• Has high expectations of achievement and behaviour. 

• Is able to follow teacher planning and act on their initiative. 

• Will contribute towards children making progress in their learning at school. 

 

We can offer: 

• A friendly and supportive village school community. 

• Enthusiastic children who enjoy taking part in school life. 

• A school committed to excellence and enjoyment. 

• An ethos of team work and collaboration, and opportunities for continuing professional 

development. 

• An attractive and excellent learning environment – indoors and out!  

 

If you are looking for an opportunity to work in a school where you can continue to develop your 

understanding of learning and skills in a supportive environment then come and visit us.   

 

Please contact the School Business Manager, Jenny Mews for further details or an appointment to visit.  

 

Applications forms can be obtained throughout the Easter holidays by emailing: 

office@buckden.cambs.sch.uk 

 

  

Closing date:  22
nd

 April 2014  

Shortlisting:  23
rd

 April 2014  

Interviews:   To be confirmed – week beginning 28
th

 April 2014 

 

Buckden C.E. School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people 

and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Applicants will be subject to an enhanced 

DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service).  
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2014 
 Summer Term Opens  Tuesday 22

nd
 April 

 May Day   Monday 5
th

 May 

 Half Term   26
th

 - 30
th

 May 

 Summer Term Closes  Friday 18
th

 July 

 Professional Day  Monday 21
st

 July 

 Professional Day  Tuesday 22
nd

 July 

 Professional Day  Wednesday 23
rd

 July 

 

 Professional Day   Wednesday 3
rd

 September 

 Autumn Term Opens  Thursday 4
th

 September 

 Professional Day  Friday 24
th

 October  

 Half Term   27
th

 – 31
st

 October 

 Autumn Term Closes  Friday 19
th

 December 

 

    2015 
 Spring Term Opens  Tuesday 6

th
 January 

 Half Term   16
th

 – 20
th

 February 

 Spring Term Closes  Friday 27
th

 March 

 

 Summer Term Opens  Monday 13
th

 April 

 May Day   Monday 4
th

 May 

 Half Term   25
th

 – 29
th

 May 

 Summer Term Closes  Friday 17
th

 July 

 Professional Day  Monday 20
th

 July 

 Professional Day  Tuesday 21
st

 July 

 Professional Day  Wednesday 22
nd

 July 

 

 

                         2014 
Friday 25

th
 April  Class/Team Photographs 

Friday 2
nd

 May  9.05 am – Junebugs Class Assembly 

w/b 12
th

 May  Year 6 SATS week. 

Friday 16
th

 May  9.05 am – Blue Toucans/Dolphins Class assembly 

w/b 19
th

 May  Walk to School week 

Tuesday 20
th

 May  pm – Year 5 to St Neots Safety Zone 

Wednesday 21
st

 May Year 5/6 Viking Day 

Thursday 12
th

 June Fathers Day lunch 

Friday 13
th

 June  9.05 am – Wolves Class Assembly 

w/b 16
th

 June  Year 6 Bikeability week. 

Friday 20
th

 June  9.05 am – Wallabies Class Assembly 

Friday 27
th

 June  Whole School Sports Day 

Monday 7
th

 July  Reports sent home 

9
th

/10
th

 July  Year 5/6 Production 

Friday 11
th

 July  Open Afternoon 

Tuesday 15
th

 July  Year 6 Leavers Prom 

Wednesday 16
th

/ 

       Thursday 17
th

 July Year 6 Taster Days at Hinchingbrooke School 

Thursday 17
th

 July 9.05 am – Celebration Assembly Years R – 5 

Friday 18
th

 July  9.05 am – Year 6 Leavers Celebration Assembly 

 

(Letters will be on Parentmail nearer the dates of events giving further details/times etc). 

 

 

Residential Visits   

7
th

 – 9
th

 May 2014  Year 4 visit to Albrighton Residential Centre, Staffordshire.  

20
th

 – 24
th

 October 2014  Year 6 residential visit to France. 

  

        Diary Dates – Events to look out for! 

    Term Dates 

Buckden Church of England School 

(Primary Academy Trust) 

School Lane 

Buckden 

St Neots 

Cambridgeshire 

PE19 5TT 

Phone: 

01480 810241 

Fax: 

01480 811937 

We’re on the Web! 
www.buckdenschool.co.uk 
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