
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

  

Newsletter  Date :  December  2013 

Issue 19  

Buckden CE  School 

(Primary Academy Trust) 

Dear Parents

 

As the holidays begin it doesn’t seem possible that we are at the end of 

another hectic year.  

the children working very hard to a

we have had done to improve the 

the parent survey we have also acted on the feedback you gave us and have 

changed the way you receive progress reports on your children.

 

The children have all been busy rehearsing and performing in their 

Christmas performances and concerts.  We started with the Reception 

Nativity ‘

the children and they all acted and sang beautif

and 2 performed their Christmas 

singing beautifully.  Thank you to all members of staff and parents who 

helped with rehearsals and costumes for the plays.  We really appreciate all 

your help.

St Marys Church.  This

Those who came along enjoyed mulled wine (or apple juice) after the 

service.  The children from 

Hardwick Dene to sing carols and we entertained the Over 60’s for an 

afternoon of 

the staff panto ‘Cinderella’ which was enjoyed by all the children.  The

threw themselves into the spirit of the occasion, but no

career change yet!!

.    Everyone in the school has taken part in at least one performance

the month of December.

 

I would like to take the 

Christmas and a p

seeing all the children back in school in January ready for the new term.

 

 

 

 

Miss A Anderson

Headteacher

e-mail: head@buckden.cambs.sch.uk
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2013  

Buckden CE  School  

(Primary Academy Trust) 

Newsletter 

Dear Parents 

As the holidays begin it doesn’t seem possible that we are at the end of 

another hectic year.  We have had a busy term not only academically with 

the children working very hard to achieve their goals, but also with the work 

we have had done to improve the quality of teaching standards.  Following 

the parent survey we have also acted on the feedback you gave us and have 

changed the way you receive progress reports on your children.

he children have all been busy rehearsing and performing in their 

Christmas performances and concerts.  We started with the Reception 

Nativity ‘Busy, Busy Bethlehem’. It was the first performance for many of 

the children and they all acted and sang beautifully.  Our 

performed their Christmas play ‘Christmas with the Aliens’ acting and 

singing beautifully.  Thank you to all members of staff and parents who 

helped with rehearsals and costumes for the plays.  We really appreciate all 

your help.  The Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 children had their annual Carol Service at 

St Marys Church.  This, as in previous years, was a very 

Those who came along enjoyed mulled wine (or apple juice) after the 

service.  The children from Junebugs and Wolves visited the residents of 

Hardwick Dene to sing carols and we entertained the Over 60’s for an 

afternoon of dancing, carols and mince pies.  The highlight of the week was 

the staff panto ‘Cinderella’ which was enjoyed by all the children.  The

threw themselves into the spirit of the occasion, but no

career change yet!! 

Everyone in the school has taken part in at least one performance

the month of December. 

I would like to take the opportunity to wish all our parent

Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New Year.  We look forward to 

seeing all the children back in school in January ready for the new term.

Miss A Anderson 

Headteacher                         

mail: head@buckden.cambs.sch.uk 

A message from the Headteacher

     Headteacher:   M iss  A Ander son

                                               Ass istant  Headteacher:  Mrs M Heather    
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As the holidays begin it doesn’t seem possible that we are at the end of 

We have had a busy term not only academically with 

chieve their goals, but also with the work 

quality of teaching standards.  Following 

the parent survey we have also acted on the feedback you gave us and have 

changed the way you receive progress reports on your children. 

he children have all been busy rehearsing and performing in their 

Christmas performances and concerts.  We started with the Reception 

. It was the first performance for many of 

ully.  Our children in Years 1 

play ‘Christmas with the Aliens’ acting and 

singing beautifully.  Thank you to all members of staff and parents who 

helped with rehearsals and costumes for the plays.  We really appreciate all 

4, 5 and 6 children had their annual Carol Service at 

very festive occasion.  

Those who came along enjoyed mulled wine (or apple juice) after the 

visited the residents of 

Hardwick Dene to sing carols and we entertained the Over 60’s for an 

The highlight of the week was 

the staff panto ‘Cinderella’ which was enjoyed by all the children.  The staff 

threw themselves into the spirit of the occasion, but no-one is planning a 

Everyone in the school has taken part in at least one performance during 

parents a very Happy 

eaceful and prosperous New Year.  We look forward to 

seeing all the children back in school in January ready for the new term. 

A message from the Headteacher 

Headteacher:   M iss  A Ander son

Ass istant  Headteacher:  Mrs M Heather    
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OfSTED and Driving Improvements. 
 

As I did last year I will continue to update you on how we are continuing to address the targets from 

OfSTED.  You will receive today an update on the progress of your child/ren.   This will be an update of 

the two forms you received at parents evening and will tell you how your child is doing across all 

aspects of school.  If you have any queries or questions relating to this please contact the class teacher 

via email or catch them at the end of the day, to arrange a time to talk to them.  We hold pupil 

progress meetings every half term where Mrs Heather and myself meet with every class teacher.  We 

discuss in detail every single child in the class and what progress they are making, so that there is 

open and transparent accountability for the progress of each and every child at the school to ensure 

that they reach their full potential. 

 

We are continuing to drive forward with the improvements in teaching.  The OfSTED framework was 

updated in September and the criteria for judging teaching has shifted slightly.  Whilst there is still an 

interest in what the ‘teacher’ delivers in the lesson, there is a lot more emphasis on ‘triangulation’ of 

information.  There is now an acknowledgement that for some teachers, inspectors in their 

classrooms, is a considerable stress and they do not teach the way they normally would due to nerves 

and other reasons.  Likewise, there are some teachers who rise to the occasion and actually perform 

very well when being watched by an inspector which may not be a true reflection of how they teach 

all the time.  Therefore, there is now more emphasis on the ‘triangulation’ of information which would 

include talking to pupils, looking in their books, at planning, at displays and analysing the progress and 

attainment data for all pupils.  Once this has been done a judgement on the teaching will be made as 

this gives a much more true and realistic picture of what is being taught all the time.  With all of this in 

mind we have refined the way we conduct lesson observations in the school. 

 

Our target from Ofsted is 

 

‘by July 2013, improve the quality of teaching so that none is inadequate  

and the large majority is good’.   
 

Since September we have completed 30 lesson observations.  There have been no inadequate lessons 

observed.  Of the 30 lessons observed 10% were Requires Improvement (satisfactory),72% of lessons 

were Good or Good with Outstanding features and 18% of lessons were Outstanding.  We are very 

pleased with this and will continue to work on improving the quality of teaching.  To aid with 

improvements and to continue to strive for higher standards we are working closely with an external 

Education Consultant and an HMI (Her Majesty Inspector), so that we have external validation of what 

we are doing and how we are moving forward.  In the recent parent survey 90% of parents felt that 

their children were taught well in the school which is a reflection of the improvements we have made 

and will continue to make. 

 



Year 6 Values AwardsArtefacts Day ~ Travel through theliz.ashby32@btinternet.com 

decades in   

 

 

Dinner Money Payments 
Dinner Money for the Spring Term will be £132.00.  Dinner 

money for the first half term will be £66.00 and for the 

second half term, £66.00.  Dinner money may be paid for by 

the half term or the week – in advance.  Please make your 

cheque payable to Buckden School and send it in on the first 

day of the new term. 

 

PLEASE HELP US BY ENSURING THAT PAYMENT IS ALWAYS 

MADE IN ADVANCE OR WE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE 

YOUR CHILD WITH A MEAL.   

 

If you would like to come in and have a dinner with your 

child it will be £3.50.  Could you ensure this meal is booked 

by 9.30 am, either at the school office or by telephone.  

Please could adult meals be paid for in cash on the day you 

wish to come into school.   
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  Values Awards 
The following children have been given a Values 

Award for displaying a peaceful nature during the 

Autumn Term. 

 

Wallabies  Elodie Barnes 

   James Burbidge 

Blue Toucans  Daisy Presland 

   Harvey Reynolds 

Dolphins   William Beamish 

   Molly Steele 

Hamsters  Sean Chikanga 

   Helena Dobos 

Westies   Liam McCollin 

   Katie Pye 

Pandas   Adele Burbidge 

   Hana Wall 

Junebugs  Jack Screaton 

   Holly Thoday 

Wolves   Ryan Ebers 

   Georgina Lee 

Falcons   Robyn Ratcliffe 

   Daniel Ryder 

Barracudas  James Helkenberg 

   Ellie Linnell   

Purple Lizards  James Beamish 

   Poppy O’Driscoll 

   Alex Suntharalingam 

Honours Awards 
The following children have been given an Honours 

Award for the consistent high quality of work in maths 

throughout the Autumn Term. 

 

Wallabies  Olivia Dobos 

   Elijah Whittington 

Blue Toucans  Jessica Legge 

   Henry Waring 

Dolphins   Lucas Cheung 

   Harry Oldham 

Hamsters  Lily Mitchell-Crook 

   Callum Young 

Westies   Megan Donovan 

   Jack Harvey  

Pandas   Ben Cook 

Jaime Vildosola 

Junebugs  Sienna Bailey-Griffiths 

   William Coram 

Wolves   Issy Legge 

   Jacob Whittington 

Falcons   Hannah Daley 

   Joe Moulson 

Barracudas  Mia MacIntyre 

   Amelia Riley 

Purple Lizards  Paige Harris 

Harley Hinchliffe 

FOBS 
The Friends of Buckden School would like to thank the 

parents for their support during the Autumn Term.  We 

wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.   

 

In the new term look out for dates of events.  We have 

a cinema night and a disco planned for the children and 

will also be having a Mothers Day event. 

Buccaneers 
Buccaneers are looking for volunteers to join the 

Buccaneers board of directors.  We meet once every 

half-term for 1 – 1 ½ hours in the evening, during which 

we discuss the finances of Buccaneers, overview the 

policies and ensure that any issues affecting Buccaneers 

are heard and dealt with.  You don’t need to have a 

child in Buccaneers to be a director, but a willingness 

and care for the need of the Buccaneers children is a 

must!  Please contact Carol Klein – 

buccaneers@buckden.cambs.sch.uk if you are 

interested. 

 

Book Fair/Book Amnesty 
Thank you to all parents who supported the Book Fair.  

We have raised £350.00 which will be put towards 

new books for the school library. 

 

The school is holding a book amnesty during January.  

If over the Christmas holidays you come across any 

school library or reading books can you please return 

them to school.  The library is looking a little deflated 

at present due to the number of books missing. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Governors Column 
I joined the Governing Body as a Local Authority Governor in September 2013 so this is a ‘story so far’ of a very new 

governor.  I am a Director of a market research agency.  We collect data to help companies improve their goods and 

services.  I hope that the experience of analysing data to make recommendations and action plans will prove to be 

useful in my role as a governor. 

  

At the first full meeting I was definitely in listening mode as there are a lot of terms unfamiliar to me but now I feel that 

I am getting to grips with the agenda items and can contribute more fully.  I sit on the Performance committee which 

looks at the children’s achievement and progress.  The way that the data is generated and presented is quite specific to 

an educational environment so it was very handy to go on a training course organised by the Local Authority.  I came 

out of that knowing how to best interpret our school’s findings and the types of questions that we should be asking 

Miss Anderson and her team.  What has impressed me so far  is the detailed action planning on the back of these data 

findings.  The action plans result in actual changes to teaching methods and make a real difference for the pupils.  There 

is a sense that every child in the school really matters to the whole teaching staff and Governing Body and that plans 

are made to cater for the varied needs of our children. 

  

In my role as link Governor for P.E. it has been good to meet Miss Fozzard and learn about all of the many and varied 

activities that the children do at the school.  I have been told that I should get involved by having a go at joining a 

Karate lesson next time so I had better start limbering up now and go easy on the turkey this Christmas! 

  

There is a lot more for me to do as a governor and I have more training planned in the New Year.  In my initial short 

time in the role I am convinced that the school is definitely moving in the right direction.  Parents can be sure that the 

school has a group of people in the teaching staff and governors who are very dedicated to the pupils.  

 

Andy Scott 

Community Governor 
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Clothing Bank 
If you are having a post Christmas sort out through your 

wardrobe please put your unwanted clothing in the 

clothes bank situated at the front of the school.  Over the 

last sixth months we have raised £300.00 from your 

unwanted clothes and shoes. 

Volunteer Needed 
In our October newsletter we asked for volunteers to help 

with a new road safety scheme being organised by 

Cambridgeshire County Council.  The object of the scheme 

is to encourage pupils to walk or cycle to school, to remind 

the children of the rules of the road and pavement and to 

help pupils to be healthier, more independent and 

environmentally friendly. We have had one parent come 

forward who is very keen to take part.   If any other parent 

would like to take part in the training, which will take 

place at school in early March, please see Mrs Marsh or 

Mrs Mayes in the school office. 

 

 

After School Music Group 
The After School Music Groups will be continuing in 

January.  The percussion group and choir will be from 

3.30 pm – 4.00 pm and the orchestra group will be from 

4.00 pm – 5.00 pm, both sessions on a Thursday evening.  

The first session will be on Thursday 9
th

 January in the 

school hall.  If your child would like to attend this group 

please see the office staff for further details. 

Thank You 
Mrs Marsh, Mrs Mayes and Mrs Mews in the school office, would like to pass on their thanks to all parents and children 

who have so kindly given them cards and presents for Christmas.  All of your kind thoughts are very much appreciated.   
 

Admission to Primary School 
A reminder to the parents of children due to start school 

in September 2014 (born between 1
st

 September 2009 

and 31
st

 August 2010) – the closing date for applications 

is Wednesday 15
th

 January 2014.  The application 

process can be completed on line –  

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/admissions. 

Weather warning 
Should we be faced with the prospect of snow or 

winter closures we shall notify the following radio 

stations so you know our status: 

• BBC Radio Cambridgeshire 

• Heart 103  

 

We shall also put notices on the school website, 

the school facebook page, twitter and send out a 

message on Parentmail keeping parents informed 

of the latest details relating to the school’s status.  

Please bear in mind that a decision to close in 

extreme weather is the last resort and done in 

consultation with the Local Authority.  We also 

need to take into account the fact that many of our 

staff commute and we need to ensure their safety 

in travelling to and from work.  
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Monday 6

Wednesday 15

Friday 24

Friday 31

Tuesday 11

Wednesday 12

Tuesday 11

Friday 21

Thursday 27

Week beginning

 

 

(Letters will be on P

 

Residential Visits

7
th

 – 9

20
th

 –

  

Buckden Church of England School 

(Primary Academy Trust) 

School Lane 

Buckden 

St Neots 

Cambridgeshire 

PE19 5TT 

Phone: 

01480 810241 

Fax: 

01480 811937 

We’re on the Web! 
www.buckdenschool.co.uk 
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2014 
 

 Spring Term Opens  

 Half Term   

 Spring Term Closes  

 

 Summer Term Opens  

 May Day   

 Half Term   

 Summer Term Closes  

 Professional Day  

 Professional Day  

 Professional Day  

 

 Professional Day   

 Autumn Term Opens  

 Professional Day  

 Half Term   

 Autumn Term Closes  

 

    2015 

 
 Spring Term Opens  

 Half Term   

 Spring Term Closes  

 

 Summer Term Opens  

 May Day   

 Half Term   

 Summer Term Closes  

 Professional Day  

 Professional Day  

 Professional Day  

 

                         2014 

Monday 6
th

 January  Start of the Spring Term

Wednesday 15
th

 January  Last date for applications for primary school admission.

Friday 24
th

 January  9.45 am – 10.45 am – Parents Coffee Morning 

Friday 31
st

 January  Chinese New Year Lunch

Tuesday 11
th

 February  3.30 pm – 7.00 pm – Parents Evening.

Wednesday 12
th

 February  3.30 pm – 7.00 pm – Parents Evening.

Tuesday 11
th

 March  7.00 pm – Full Governors Meeting.

Friday 21
st

 March   9.45 am – 10.45 am – Parents Coffee Morning 

Thursday 27
th

 March  Mothers Day Lunch 

Week beginning Monday 12
th

 May Year 6 SATS week 

(Letters will be on ParentMail nearer the dates of events giving further details).

Residential Visits   

9
th

 May 2014           Year 4 visit to Albrighton Residential Centre, Staffordshire. 

– 24
th

 October 2014           Year 6 residential visit to France.

        Diary Dates – Events to look out for!

    Term Dates

  

                             Dates                                

 

Monday 6
th

 January 

17
th

 - 21
st

 February 

Friday 4
th

 April 

Tuesday 22
nd

 April 

Monday 5
th

 May 

26
th

 - 30
th

 May 

Friday 18
th

 July 

Monday 21
st

 July 

Tuesday 22
nd

 July 

Wednesday 23
rd

 July 

Wednesday 3
rd

 September 

Thursday 4
th

 September 

Friday 24
th

 October  

27
th

 – 31
st

 October 

Friday 19
th

 December 

 

Tuesday 6
th

 January 

16
th

 – 20
th

 February 

Friday 27
th

 March 

Monday 13
th

 April 

Monday 4
th

 May 

25
th

 – 29
th

 May 

Friday 17
th

 July 

Monday 20
th

 July 

Tuesday 21
st

 July 

Wednesday 22
nd

 July 

Start of the Spring Term. 

ns for primary school admission. 

Parents Coffee Morning – Maths. 

Chinese New Year Lunch 

Parents Evening. 

Parents Evening. 

Full Governors Meeting. 

Parents Coffee Morning – Writing. 

ail nearer the dates of events giving further details). 

Year 4 visit to Albrighton Residential Centre, Staffordshire.  

Year 6 residential visit to France. 

to look out for! 

Term Dates 
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