
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter  Date :  Octob er  2013  

Issue 18  

Buckden CE  School  

(Primary Academy Trust)  

Newsletter 

Dear Parents 

 

Although this has been a long half term it has passed by very quickly.  Our new Reception 

children have all settled into their new routines and look as if they have been at school 

longer than just seven weeks.   The school community has had a very busy few weeks 

settling back in after the long summer break.  The first event of the school year was our 

Harvest Service at St Mary’s Church.  This service is a key event not only to celebrate the 

harvest but it is also the first time our new reception children join the rest of the school for a 

whole school service.    Thank you for the donations received – these have been distributed 

by the church.  We have just welcomed back our Year 6 children from their residential visit 

to West Runton in Norfolk.  It was an exhausting but fun time for everyone and despite the 

weather, which unfortunately deteriorated towards the end of the week, pupils and staff 

enjoyed the visit.  The Year 5 and 6 children have also visited the Roald Dahl Museum and 

spent a day at Ely Cathedral for the Church Schools Cathedral Day.   Our Dahlicious Dress-Up 

Day was a huge success.  All the children enjoyed dressing up in their costumes to celebrate 

the work of Roald Dahl.  We raised £225.09 from the contributions sent in.  Our MacMillan 

Coffee morning raised £23.01.  Thank you for all of your donations.   

 

Thank you to all parents who completed the parent questionnaire.  The results are being 

collated and we will be passing on the information to the parent body as soon as we are 

able.  One of the key elements to emerge was how we communicate with you with regard to 

your child’s progress.  In order to address this issue we restructured the parents’ evenings

held this week.  I hope you found the new format more helpful and informative in giving you 

information about your child’s progress and attainment. 

 

Our football team has been busy competing in matches.  The Year 5 team competed in the 

Millennium Shield match against Crosshall School and won 3-0.  The Year 5/6 team 

competed in a tournament at Holywell School and came third.  They also played a match 

against Spaldwick School on Monday.  Although it was a Year 6 match we fielded a team of 

mainly Year 5 players.  We lost the match 5-4, but the team played very well.  Well done to 

all members of our football team.  Thank you to Mr Linnell who marked out the pitch and 

volunteered to referee the match.  During the next half term Miss Fozzard is hoping to 

arrange more inter-school matches for football as well as other sports.   

 

When we return to school after the half term holiday we will be approaching the colder 

winter months.  Please ensure your child has a suitable outdoor coat and sensible shoes for 

outside playtimes.  During the weeks following our return to school we shall be starting 

rehearsals for the Christmas productions.  The dates are included in the diary dates at the 

end of this letter.  Letters will be sent home with details about tickets when we return to 

school.   The FOBS team are raising funds to buy interactive screens to be used across the 

school.  They have arranged a variety of events, the first of these is a Cinema Night for the 

children on Thursday 7
th

 November.  Please see the diary for dates of all the events that they 

have planned up to Christmas.   

 

Miss A Anderson 

Headteacher                         

e-mail: head@buckden.cambs.sch.uk 
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     Headteacher:   M iss  A Ander son

                                               Ass istant  Headteacher:  Mrs M Heather    

 



Year 6 Values AwardsArtefacts Day ~ Travel through theliz.ashby32@btinternet.com 

decades in   

 

 

Dinner Money Payments 
Dinner Money for the second half of the Autumn Term will be 

£77.00.  The cost of a school meal is £2.20 a day for pupils, £11.00 a 

week.  Dinner money may be paid for by the half term or the week 

– in advance.  Please make your cheque payable to Buckden School

and send it in on the first day of the new term. 

 

PLEASE HELP US BY ENSURING THAT PAYMENT IS ALWAYS MADE IN 

ADVANCE OR WE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOUR CHILD 

WITH A MEAL.   

 

If you would like to come in and have a dinner with your child it will 

be £3.50.  Could you ensure this meal is booked by 9.30 am, either 

at the school office or by telephone.  Please could adult meals be 

paid for in cash on the day you wish to come into school.   
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 Values Awards 
The following children have been given a Values Award for 

showing creativity. 

 

Wallabies  Kyle Beacher 

   Grace Sweeney 

Blue Toucans  Matthew Cook 

   Nancy Finn 

Dolphins   Imogen Drage 

   Isaac Mainwaring 

Hamsters  Ruby Lorigan 

   Emma Screaton 

Westies   Harry Alvis 

   Joshua Kingston 

   Isaac Moulson 

Pandas   Archie Irvine 

   James Miles 

Junebugs  Kieran Deans 

   Issy Legge 

Wolves   Daniel Johnson 

   Ruby Pope 

   Eloise Sacker 

Falcons   Hannah-May Anderson 

   Amelia Peters 

Barracudas  Megan Farrer 

   Fin Hagan   

Purple Lizards  George Pope 

   Cameron McCollin 

 

Honours Awards 
The following children have been given an Honours Award for 

showing a responsible and committed approach to the start of 

the school year. 

 

Wallabies  Matthew Bullock 

   Charlotte Drage 

Blue Toucans  Evie Brooks 

   Sam Mayes 

Dolphins   Charlie Barnes 

   Eloise Graves 

Hamsters  Daniel Barrett 

   Helena Dobos 

Westies   Ruby England 

   Rhys Gill 

Pandas   Phoebe Bruce 

   Sophie Farrah 

Junebugs  Lucy Greenhalgh 

   Nelson Lee 

Wolves   Chloe Halls 

   Jonathan Jarvis 

Falcons   Mack May 

   Harrison Towell 

Barracudas  Joanna Barrett 

   Jack Squire 

Purple Lizards  Harvey Pinkney 

   Harvey Young 

 

Parking 
Once again we have to remind parents about driving and 

parking around the school.  All drivers need to be more 

vigilant when driving on the roads around the school – 

School Lane, Greenway, Mill Road and Church Street.  

Parents with prams and young children will be walking in 

this area so please take extra care.   Do not park in the bus 

bay, on the yellow lines around the school, the staff car 

park or across driveways when bringing or collecting your 

children.  The school has received complaints from local 

residents about inconsiderate driving and parking.  The 

community PCSO officer has spoken to some parents about 

the issue and will return to police the area on a regular 

basis.    

If you are driving near the school crossing please stop if 

Mrs Stewart has stepped into the road with her ‘lollipop’ 

sign.  If you do not stop when the sign is displayed you will 

be breaking the law and will be liable for a fine and points 

on your driving licence.  Incidents will be reported.  The 

safety of Mrs Stewart and the children are paramount. 

 

Volunteers  Needed 
We are asking for volunteers to help with a new road safety 

scheme being organised by Cambridgeshire County Council.  The 

object of the scheme is to encourage pupils to walk or cycle to 

school, to remind the children of the rules of the road and 

pavement and to help pupils to be healthier, more independent 

and environmentally friendly.  The course is asking for volunteers 

to be trained to work with children to advise them on safety 

when walking, riding scooters and teach basic cycle skills.  If you 

would like to help with the scheme and would like further details 

please see Mrs Marsh or Mrs Mayes in the school office. 

Relief Midday Supervisors 

If you would like to be on a list of relief midday supervisors to cover 

for sickness and absence please see Mrs Mayes or Mrs Marsh in the 

school office.  Before working as a midday supervisor you would be 

subject to a DBS check (formally CRB). 

Friends of Buckden School 
Forthcoming Events 

 

Thursday 7
th

 November  - Cinema Night 

Three films will be available with a hot dog, drink and popcorn. 

Film choices - Epic, All Stars and Back to the Future 

 

Friday 22
nd

 November - Quiz Night 

A small bar will be available. 

 

Saturday 7
th

 December - Christmas Fayre 

Festive fun, shopping, games and refreshments 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Governors Column 
I was asked to become a governor at Buckden School by Miss Anderson during the process of becoming an academy school.  I am 

an accountant by profession and it was for my understanding of accounting and company management procedures that I was 

approached.  I sit on the Resources and Finance Committee where I feel my expertise can be best used.  I have had experience of 

sitting on governing bodies of other local primary and secondary schools and realise and understand the importance of having a 

supportive governing body who will not only support the senior leadership team but also ask questions as to the why and how - the 

'critical friend'. 

 

I have been associated with the school for a number of years, both as a parent and a governor, and have seen many changes during 

that time.  There has, as we know, been an unusually large turnover of leadership styles during the past few years.   Miss Anderson

and Mrs Heather have together established a stability to the school that has been lacking over recent years and are now working 

together very effectively with the staff to address and attain the targets highlighted by the Ofsted report in 2012.  The current focus 

is on the task of improving standards and attainment across the school.  During the last school year, as you have been made aware, 

the standards of teaching have been successfully raised so that we all know we now have a committed team of good teachers.  

Now the focus is on improving the attainment of the children.  This will be an ongoing task, working in liaison with the teaching 

staff with the help and advice of outside practitioners.  We are already starting to see improvements which will be consolidated 

during the years ahead. 

 

The recent parent survey has suggested that the parent body are supportive of the school and Miss Anderson, and the direction we 

are taking.  As I walk through the school I am impressed with the attitude of the children.  It is obvious they take pride in their 

school, their uniform, the opportunities they are given.  It is a happy school where the children are eager to learn.  I am very proud 

to be associated with the school, working with a very committed team of governors and staff.   It is up to us as governors and 

parents to continue to support the school as they strive to give your children the best possible start to their educational journey.   

 

Andy Mayes 

Community Governor 
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Contact Sheets 
You should have received a data collection and medical form 

to be updated.  If you have not already returned these please 

send them into school after the half term break.  We can then 

ensure we have the most up-to-date information on our 

records.    

 

The school also needs all e-mail addresses to enable us to 

send out letters Parentmail.  If you are not receiving e-mail 

messages via Parentmail please see Mrs Mayes in the school 

office.  If you would prefer to have a paper copy of letters 

please see the office staff. 

Absence 
If your child is absent from school please telephone the 

absence line by 9.30 am.  Please give the name of your child, 

their class and the reason for their absence.  This will enable 

the office staff to record the absence correctly.  If no reason is 

given the register will show the absence as ‘N’ – no reason 

given for the absence. 

As we approach the colder weather and colds and sickness 

bugs become more prevalent can we remind you to keep 

your child at home if they are ill.  If your child has been sick or 

had diarrhoea they need to be kept off school for 48 hours 

from the last bout of sickness.  These are guidelines from the 

Schools Health Authority and will help to prevent the spread 

of illness. 

 

Children in Need 
Children in Need Day is on Friday 15

th
 November.  The children 

may come to school dressed in their pyjamas for a donation to 

Children in Need.  They can bring in a quantity of loose change 

which will  be used to make a money trail towards the school 

hall.  Mrs Bigg and her kitchen team will be busy making 

biscuits and they will be on sale at playtime – 25p per biscuit.  

Please send in your payments in a named envelope. 

Wallabies  
Mrs Holl who has been working in the Reception class for ten 

years is having a change in her career path. She has secured a 

new position away from the school and is looking forward to 

the challenges this offers.  She has been able to arrange to be 

in school for one day a week so she will still be in the 

classroom to support your children. 

 After the half term holiday Mrs Dunford will be replacing Mrs 

Holl as the full time teaching assistant in the Wallabies class 

and she will be spending time in the classroom before half 

term so the children and get to know her and she can get to 

know the  children.  The whole class would like to wish Mrs 

Holl all the best in her new adventure - the Wallabies class will 

miss her greatly.  

Now that the children have fully settled into the school 

routines, parents of children in the Wallabies class are now 

welcome to join us to have lunch with their child, or to come 

into the classroom as a parent helper.  Should you wish to join 

us for lunch please advise the school office before 9.30 am.  

The cost will be  £3.50 -  in cash please.  You will need to arrive 

at school for 12.00 pm. Due to Health and Safety/Child 

Protection issues we ask parents who have lunch with their 

children to leave the school after you have eaten.  This also 

allows your child to have lunchtime play with their friends.   If 

you are keen to help in the classroom you will need to have a 

DBS check (formally CRB).  Please ask for the forms at the 

school office and once the paperwork has been completed let 

Mrs Woodward know when you are available. 

Secondary School Transfer 
To the parents of Year 6 children – the closing date for 

applications for transfer to secondary school is Thursday 31
st

 

October.  The application process can be completed on line –  

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/admissions 
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                                         2013 

  

 Half Term   28
th

 October – 1
st

 November 

 Autumn Term Closes  Friday 20
th

 December 

 

2014 

 
 Spring Term Opens  Monday 6

th
 January 

 Half Term   17
th

 - 21
st

 February 

 Spring Term Closes  Friday 4
th

 April 

 

 Summer Term Opens  Tuesday 22
nd

 April 

 May Day   Monday 5
th

 May 

 Half Term   26
th

 - 30
th

 May 

 Summer Term Closes  Friday 18
th

 July 

 Professional Day  Monday 21
st

 July 

 Professional Day  Tuesday 22
nd

 July 

 Professional Day  Wednesday 23
rd

 July 

 

 

                         2013 
Thursday 31

st
 October  Final date for Year 6 Secondary school applications 

Wednesday 6
th

 November  Years 3/4 visit to Science Museum. 

Thursday 7
th

 November  4.15 pm – FOBS Cinema Night. 

Friday 8
th

 November  Last day for bringing in shoeboxes. 

Tuesday 12
th

 November   7.30 pm – Full Governing Body Meeting. 

Friday 15
th

 November  Children in Need Day. 

Tuesday 19
th

 November 2.00 pm – Open Afternoon for Reception 2014   

     Entrants. 

Thursday 21
st

 November 2.00 pm – Open Afternoon for Reception 2014   

     Entrants. 

Friday 22
nd

 November  9.45 am - Monthly Parents Coffee Morning                                                                               

                            FOBS Quiz Night. 

Friday 29
th

 November  am - School Pantomime – Sleeping Beauty. 

Tuesday 3
rd

 December  2.00 pm – Reception Nativity Play. 

Wednesday 4
th

 December  2.00 pm – Reception Nativity Play. 

Saturday 7
th

 December   2.00 pm - 4.00 pm – FOBS Christmas Fayre. 

7
th

 – 13
th

 December  3.15 pm – 4.00 pm - Book Fair. 

Wednesday 11
th

 December Time to be confirmed – Monthly Parents Coffee Afternoon. 

Thursday 12
th

 December   12.00 pm – Christmas Dinner. 

Friday 13
th

 December  2.00 pm – Over 60’s Tea Dance Afternoon.  

Tuesday 17
th

 December  2.00 pm – Year 1/2 Christmas Production.  

Wednesday 18
th

 December 2.00 pm – Year 1/2 Christmas Production.  

 

(Letters will be sent out about the Christmas events after the half term holiday.) 

 

 

Residential Visits   

7
th

 – 9
th

 May 2014           Year 4 visit to Albrighton Residential Centre, Staffordshire.  

20
th

 – 24
th

 October 2014           Year 6 residential visit to France. 

  

 

        Diary Dates – Events to look out for! 

    Term Dates 

  

Buckden Church of England School 

(Primary Academy Trust) 

School Lane 

Buckden 

St Neots 

Cambridgeshire 

PE19 5TT 

Phone: 

01480 810241 

Fax: 

01480 811937 

We’re on the Web! 
www.buckdenschool.co.uk 
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