
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter  Date :  Febru ary 2013  

Issue 14  

Buckden CE  School  

(Primary Academy Trust)  

Newsletter 

Dear Parents 

 

Although this term has been a short one we have managed to fit so much into the few 

weeks we have been at school.. 

 

The recent snow has proved a timely reminder for all of us to ensure we have an extra 

pair of outdoor shoes in school! With the constantly changing weather conditions it is 

important that these remain in school on a daily basis. 

 

Our Parent Consultation Evenings were well attended proving that you too value this 

important aspect of home school relationship. 

 

Our Key Stage 2 children had a very exciting visit to the Polar Research Institute in 

Cambridge where they were able to see at first hand many of the artefacts used in 

Antarctic expeditions over the last hundred years.  All the children and staff found it to 

be a very interesting and enjoyable visit. 

 

Our Year 3 children braved the weather for their residential visit to Grafham.  Luckily the 

weather improved and the children were able to enjoy two days of exciting activities 

including sailing, bushcraft and problem solving and indoor activities including wall 

climbing and archery.  Mrs Loakes was  able to visit the children and join in with some of 

the activities.   Everyone returned home tired having had an exciting visit. 

 

Thank you to all of you that have taken extra precautions whilst bringing or collecting 

your children to and from school. We fortunately have very few accidents, but we have 

had a couple of car bumps and a few persistent ‘offenders’ parking in the wrong place. 

Please continue to take care, we do not want any child bumps!! 

 

Wishing you all a safe and happy February break and looking forward to another exciting,

packed half-term. 

 

 

Miss A Anderson 

Headteacher     

e-mail: head@buckden.cambs.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from the Headteacher 
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     Headteacher:   M iss  A Ander son

                                               Ass istant  Headteacher:  Mrs M Heather    

 



 
 
 
 

Year 6 Values AwardsArtefacts Day ~ Travel through theliz.ashby32@btinternet.com 
decades in   

 

 

Dinner Money Payments 
Dinner Money for the second half of the term will be £58.00.  

If your child is going on the Year 6 West Runton residential 

visit dinner money for the second half term will be £48.00. 

 

The cost of a school meal is £2.00 a day for pupils, £10.00 a 

week. Dinner money may be paid for by the term, half term or 

the week – in advance.  Please make your cheque payable to 

Buckden School and send it in on the first day of the new half 

term. 

 

PLEASE HELP US BY ENSURING THAT PAYMENT IS ALWAYS 

MADE IN ADVANCE OR WE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE 

YOUR CHILD WITH A MEAL.   

 

If you would like to come in and have a dinner with your child 

it will be £3.50.  Could you ensure this meal is booked by 9.30 

am, either at the school office or by telephone.  Please could 

adult meals be paid for in cash on the day you wish to come 

into school.   
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Letters 
Following our newsletter in December the school is going 

‘paperless’.  This newsletter will be the last newsletter sent 

home in the paper format.   Going paperless means that all 

letters will now be sent via e-mail and posted onto the 

school website.  On the website letters will be found under 

the Information tag in Letters or Newsletters.  This decision 

has been taken as part of our commitment to the Eco-

Schools initiative.   

All parents have now been registered with Parentmail and 

should have received an e-mail inviting them to complete 

their registration.  Messages should start coming through 

on a regular basis.  If any parent is not receiving e-mails 

please contact the school office and they will check your 

details.   The school will also need to be informed of any 

changes to your e-mail addresses. 

 

If any parent would prefer to have a paper copy of letters 

sent home please contact the school office. 

Buccaneers 
Buccaneers are a separate organisation from the school.  To 

avoid any inconvenience to the school please can we ask that 

any messages for Buccaneers outside our opening hours of 

8.00 am – 9.00 am or 3.00 pm – 6.00 pm be left on the club 

mobile phone.  Alternatively please e-mail the club on the 

address below.  Messages will be picked up when staff arrive 

at the beginning of each session.  Thank you.   

 

Buccaneers are running their annual five day Summer Scheme 

from Monday 22
nd

 to Friday 26
th

 July 2013.  Any non 

Buccaneer children can access the Summer Scheme by joining 

Buccaneers for a registration fee of £5.00 per family.  If you 

are interested in attending any or all of the sessions at this 

years Summer Scheme please call into Buccaneers to collect 

further details and the registration forms. 

Carol Klein 

Buccaneers Manager  

 

07786 433481   

buccaneers@buckden.cambs.sch.uk   

Vouchers 
Sainsbury’s have started their ‘Active Kid’ voucher scheme 

for the current year.   In previous years we have collected 

the vouchers which have added valuable resources to our 

Sports equipment.  The Tesco voucher scheme will be 

launched later in the Spring. 

Please collect the vouchers and put them in the boxes in the 

front office.   

Thank you 

Visitor Dinners 
We welcome visitors to have school dinners with their 

children.  If you would like to come in you need to book your 

meal on the day you wish to come in before 9.30 am either 

by telephone or in person at the school office.    If you 

require a vegetarian meal please let the office know when 

booking.  Visitor meals cost £3.50 per person 

Thank you 

World Book Day 
On Thursday 7

th
 March the school is celebrating World Book 

Day.   We are asking the children to come to school dressed as 

their favourite book character for a donation of £1.00.  We 

shall be taking part in activities throughout the day associated 

with World Book Day.  The donations will be sent away to the 

Book Aid Africa project.   

Help! 
Mrs Wright is thinking about our outside area.  We are 

excited to think that the warm weather may be on its way 

and we can take our learning outside.  However, with such a 

huge area to maintain it would be amazing if ‘many hands 

could make light work’.   

 

So, my plea is, if anyone could give up any of their spare time 

to come in, daytime or after school, to help prepare the 

outside area for Spring it would be a huge help.  Please 

contact Mrs Wright in Wildcats class  if you are able to offer 

us some of your time. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is also an opportunity to visit the exhibition and explore the impact of Captain Scott's achievements

Governor Column 
It is now nearly 18 months since I was elected as a Parent Governor.  Having worked in education all of my life, I thought I knew a 

bit about how schools are run. However, I now realise that very few fully appreciate the complexities and responsibilities it brings.   

 

One of my responsibilities is that of ‘link governor’.  Each one of us undertakes to work closely with a member of staff, reporting 

back to the Governing Body when things are going well or if there are concerns.  Being the only governor with pre-school children, 

it seemed sensible that I take on the role of ‘Early Years’ link governor.  I share this role with Rev Ally and last term we had a very 

informative meeting with Mrs Woodward and Mrs Dickie.  Even though my daughter was only in Reception last year, things are 

constantly changing and the team are always evaluating their practice to ensure that the children get the best possible learning 

experiences.  The teachers’ enthusiasm and passion for their job was clear, as were the hours of hard work they put in to making 

everything they do a success.  I was delighted to be invited to the Nativity play at the end of last term and it was a credit to all 

involved.  

 

Following on from the Ofsted inspection last year, I have also more recently taken on the role of ‘Quality of Teaching’ link governor.  

As you will be aware, one of our targets is to improve the quality of teaching so that none is inadequate and the large majority is 

good.  I know that Miss Anderson and the staff have already put several strategies in place to ensure that this is the case; including 

pairing staff so that they can support each other and share best practice.  As a teacher myself and a PGCE mentor, I’m hoping that 

my experience can be well-placed to continue to move us forward and ensure that all our children get the quality of teaching they 

deserve. 

 

Since becoming a governor, I’ve been pleased that many of you have taken the opportunity to talk to me.  With so many of us so 

very passionate about how things are done, it is inevitable that we don’t always get it right in everyone’s eyes. However, what I will 

say is that whenever I have had to raise things with my daughter’s teachers or with the senior team, they have always been positive 

and supportive in their response.  They may not, in some cases, be able to change things but unless we talk to them and make them 

aware, there is nothing they can do.   

   

There is no doubt that my first year as a governor has been a busy and exciting one.  It has been a steep learning curve with no 

doubt more challenges to come.  One thing is for sure though, based on my previous experience of a huge variety of schools and on 

what I have learned this year, I wouldn’t have my daughter anywhere else. 

 

Mrs Liz Masters 

Parent Governor 
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Book Amnesty  
We have noticed that some of our school reading books and 

library books are missing.  If you find any school books hiding 

on your bookshelves at home please can you return them to 

school.   

Thank you. 

 

Founders Day / Thinking Day 
Friday 22

nd
 February is Founders Day for the Scouting 

movement and Thinking Day for the Girl Guides.  Children 

who are members of the organisations – Rainbows, 

Brownies, Guides, Beavers, Cubs or Scouts are invited to 

wear their uniform to school on this day. 

 

Clothing Bank 
Thank you to those who have put their old and unused clothes 

in the clothes bank.  The school has now received payment for 

the donations made.  Please continue to put your unwanted 

clothes in the bank.  We are very grateful for all contributions. 

Thank you. 

Buckden Festival 
Following the success of last years Buckden Olympic 

weekend there will be another event to look forward to in 

July.  The dates for the weekend are 6
th

 /7
th

 July.  Look out 

for further details in the Buckden roundabout and future 

school newsletters. 

NEWS FLASH 
Look on the website for photographs of the visit to Grafham.  They will be posted very soon. 

Lost Property 
Our Lost Property is building up.  We have a large box 

full of unlabelled clothing in the school.  Please come in 

and look through the box if your child has lost some 

uniform.  All unclaimed clothing will be put into our 

clothing bank at the end of the school year. 

 

Please can we remind all parents to name ALL their 

children’s clothing.  This would help to prevent the huge 

pile of lost property. 
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                                  2013 

  

Half Term   11 - 15 February 

 Spring Term Closes   Thursday 28 March 

  

 Professional Day   Monday 15 April 

 Summer Term Opens    Tuesday 16 April 

 May Day   Monday 6 May 

 Half Term   27 - 31 May 

 Summer Term Closes  Friday 19 July 

 Professional Day              Monday 22 July 

 Professional Day   Tuesday 23 July 

 

 Professional Day   Wednesday 4 September 

 Professional Day   Thursday 5 September 

 Autumn Term Opens  Friday 6 September 

 Half Term   28 October - 1 November 

 Autumn Term Closes  Friday 20 December 

2014 
 Spring Term Opens  Monday 6 January 

 Half Term   17 - 21 February 

 Spring Term Closes  Friday 4 April 

 

 Summer Term Opens  Tuesday 22 April 

 May Day   Monday 5 May 

 Half Term   26 - 30 May 

 Summer Term Closes  Friday 18 July 

 Professional Day   Monday 21 July 

 Professional Day   Tuesday 22 July 

 Professional Day   Wednesday 23 July 

 

 

                         2013 
Wednesday 20

th
 February 1.15 pm – Large Arctic Hares to visit Dental Surgery 

Friday 22
nd

 February Founders Day/Thinking Day – wear scout/guide uniform to school 

Monday 25
th

 February 6.00 pm – Meeting for parents of children going to West Runton 

Thursday 7
th

 March World Book Day 

Friday 8
th

 March  Mothers Day lunch 

                                         FOBS Mothers Day Shop 

Tuesday 12
th

 March Fireflies and Bunnies visit to Buckden Library 

Wednesday 13
th

 March 4.00 pm – 5.30 pm – FOBS Cinema Night 

Thursday 14
th

 March Catfish visit to Buckden Library 

Tuesday 19
th

 March Wildcats and Large Arctic Hares visit to Buckden Library 

Monday 25
th

 March  7.00 pm – Full Governing Body Meeting. 

Monday 1
st

 April  2.00 pm – FOBS Easter Fayre at The Vine pub 

13
th

 - 17
th

 May  Year 6 SATS Week. 

w/b  3
rd

 June  Year 6 Bikeability (details to follow) 

Wednesday 19
th

 June Wizard of Oz performed to school 

   (Children to dress up as a character from the book) 

w/e  6
th

 July  Buckden Festival 

Friday 12
th

 July  1.30 pm - Open Afternoon 

Monday 15
th

 – Thursday 18
th

 July Transisition Week 

Wednesday 17
th

/Thursday 18
th

 July Year 6 to Hinghingbrooke for Transition  

  

 

Residential Visits 

18
th

 - 22
nd

 March  Year 6 Residential Visit to West Runton, Norfolk. 

15
th

 - 17
th

 May  Years 4/5 Residential Visit to Albrighton, Staffs. 

 

        Diary Dates – Events to look out for! 

    Term Dates 

  

Buckden Church of England School 

(Primary Academy Trust) 

School Lane 

Buckden 

St Neots 

Cambridgeshire 

PE19 5TT 

Phone: 

01480 810241 

Fax: 

01480 811937 

We’re on the Web! 
www.buckdenschool.co.uk 
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