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Dear Parents 

Thank you to everyone who took time to complete the Buckden School Dinners questionnaire – your feedback was well received.  

We would like to take this opportunity to address your comments. 

 

The daily lunchtime menu consists of three protein choices plus a vegetarian option.  We also offer a jacket potato option with 

fillings as well as extra ham, salmon, tuna and cheese.  There is a choice of three carbohydrates – potatoes, pasta or rice  and three 

vegetable options, along with wholemeal bread, which is an extra the Government advise we should provide.  On occasions we do 

have some children who just want bread. If a child chooses this option we try to encourage them to have something to go with it, a 

slice of ham, some tuna, cheese or salmon and some salad to accompany their meal.  If your child chooses a jacket potato with a 

filling we would not expect or require them to take anything from the carbohydrate section as the potatoes are large.  There is also 

a large salad bar with ten options on offer.  Your child may choose as many of the vegetable options as they would like as well as 

some options from the salad bar.  This will give the children the opportunity to eat their five-a-day in one sitting.  You will see some 

changes in the food we offer in September, such as a small portion of soup and roll as an extra option to accompany the main meal 

although this will be for Key Stage 2 children only.   

 

Our meat is bought from farm assured suppliers and is UK reared with full traceability back to the farms with the red tractor logo.  If 

you go to www.redtractor.org.uk it will explain more about the red tractor standards.  We do buy a limited range of processed 

foods, for example sausages, battered chicken breast, sausage rolls and fish fingers but these are a weekly item.   All these products 

are sourced with packaging showing the meat/fish content value – battered chicken is 100% breast meat and the fish is 100% cod, 

pollock or salmon, and all products have a low fat content. 

 

We do understand that some children are hungrier than others and need larger portions.  It is not a problem to give them extra if 

you feel they need it and ask for it.  There are wide choices of desserts available, but again, as a result of the survey, we realise that 

parents would like to see more healthy desserts.  We have reduced chocolate cakes and added more fruit desserts.  There will be 

more yogurts and choices of fruit provided daily.  From September we will provide water and fresh milk – there will no longer be a 

juice option.  This is in response to the questionnaire but also in line with the new government guidelines.   

 

To cover for the provision of unexpected meals as a result of forgotten or spoiled packed lunches, we cook the number of meals 

requested from the school office after the dinner registers have been input to the computer, plus 10 extra portions.      

 

We have some children in the school who have food allergies – this is not a problem.  I can discuss with parents a suitable menu for 

your child’s needs.  Everything we buy and cook is nut free and we are very careful to check that any processed foods have no nut 

content.   I am available in the mornings from 8.30 am – 9.00 am if you wish to discuss this further.  Please see the staff in the school 

office who will be able to find me.  

 

The new Universal Free School Meals for all children in Reception and Key Stage 1 will be available from September.  We understand 

the worries you may have about how the lunchtimes will run and the timings, making sure that Key Stage 2 won’t have to wait too 

long for their meal.  There are plenty of staff to help out and assist during the lunchtime period.  This is a new routine for the 

kitchen staff too and we will not be able to assess how it will run until we start in September.  To address the noise level in the hall 

we are introducing a reward system for the quietest table in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.  This will hopefully encourage the children 

to talk with ‘indoor voices’. 

 

Check out www.schoolfoodplan.com for more information – it explains about the governments plans relating to school meals.  

 

Our new menus start in September – they will be on the school website to view www.buckdenschool.co.uk.  Copies will also be 

available from the school office.  We look forward to seeing some new faces in September and welcome parents to come in for 

lunch.  If there is any other information you would like to ask please do not hesitate to have a word with me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs M Bigg 

Catering Manager 


