
 

 
 

Registered in England   

Company No: 07708603 
 

 

 

Buckden Church of England School 

(Primary Academy Trust)  
 

School Lane � Buckden � St Neots � Cambridgeshire   

PE19 5TT 
 

�:  01480 • 810241 

�:  01480 • 811937 
�:  office@buckden.cambs.sch.uk 

�:  www.buckdenschool.co.uk 

 

 

Headteacher 

Miss A A Anderson 

 

Assistant Headteacher 

Mrs M Heather  

 

School Business Manager 

Mrs J Mews 
 

 

 

 

               

28
th

 February 2014 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

As many of you maybe aware it is that time of year again when schools await their budget for the next academic 

year and try to plan accordingly.   I thought it was important to explain a few details to you, as headteachers across 

the county are becoming more and more concerned with the current situation and its impact on our children. 

 

As a county we are asking for your support to ensure that there is fairer funding in Cambridgeshire for education 

compared to the rest of the country.   Therefore all schools school are calling on all parents to help us. 

 

Fair Funding for Cambridgeshire Schools 

Did you know that: 

• per pupil, Cambridgeshire schools are the least funded in England?  

• Cambridgeshire receives £600 less per primary pupil than the national average? 

• this amounts to £4,200 over your child’s time in primary school? 

• if fairly funded Buckden CE Primary School would receive an extra £150,000 per year. 

Cambridgeshire headteachers are proud of the quality of teaching in our schools and the standards our pupils 

achieve but imagine how we could raise standards if we had fair and equitable funding.  

 

Like all state funded schools in Cambridgeshire we receive the lowest funding per student compared to schools in all 

other counties in England. The reasons for this are historic and complex and headteachers, Governors and MPs have 

been campaigning for years to secure a fairer system of funding so Cambridgeshire’s schoolchildren do not lose out. 

 

The government has said that the distribution of school funding across the country is unfair and irrational, but, so 

far, they have not done anything that gives Cambridgeshire proportionally more money, so therefore our schools 

remain the worst funded in the country. The government have, over the past few months, made a series of policy 

announcements regarding its intention to implement a National Fair Funding Formula for schools from 2015.   

However the budget allocations for April 2014 show that Cambridgeshire schools have once again lost out and 

another year of reduced funding will have an impact upon our schools.  Cambridgeshire schools cannot wait for any 

relief from the implementation of fair funding arrangements and require immediate bridging finance to enable us to 

balance our budgets for the foreseeable future.  

 

We all need to do what we can to keep the pressure on the government to give our schools – and, therefore, your 

children – a fairer share of national school funding.  Please can I urge every parent to write to our local MP, Johathan 

Djanogly (a model letter is attached) his email address is jonathan.djanogly.mp@parliament.uk, or go online & sign 

the secondary school’s e-petition with the view that the Government will raise the funding for all schools in 

Cambridgeshire  http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/58898 

 

Thank you for help with this. 

 

 

Alison Anderson 

Headteacher 



 

 

Letter to the local Member of Parliament

 

 

 

Dear Mr Djanogly 

 

Funding for Schools in Cambridgeshire 

 

I am writing to express my concern regarding the poor funding allocations for Cambridgeshire primary school

 

I am seriously concerned over the lack of funding for Cambridgeshire schools and specifically Buckden CE Primary

School.   This year (2014-15), Cambridgeshire schools will receive the lowest school block funding per pupil of all of 

the 151 local Authorities.   This means, for example, that a child in neighbouring Peterboroug

approximately £600 more funding than a child in Cambridgeshire, representing the cost of approximately 5 teachers 

in a school the size of Buckden CE Primary. 

 

Head teachers and Governors have continued to battle with this grossly unfair funding system to the point where 

schools are having to consider staff redundancies and sharp cuts in resources and the resultant impact this must 

have on provision for children. 

 

We urge you to reconsider the funding position for schools in the country and

in funding is removed.   If no change is made, every child in Cambridgeshire has around £

primary school education compared with a child in Peterborough.

 

We would like to see the implementation of

support their child’s education is equitable across the country, irrespective of which local 

I urge you to ensure that there is transitional funding given to Cambridgeshire from now until the National Fair 

Funding scheme has come into effect.

wherever possible be a champion for you

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the local Member of Parliament 

 

I am writing to express my concern regarding the poor funding allocations for Cambridgeshire primary school

I am seriously concerned over the lack of funding for Cambridgeshire schools and specifically Buckden CE Primary

15), Cambridgeshire schools will receive the lowest school block funding per pupil of all of 

This means, for example, that a child in neighbouring Peterboroug

00 more funding than a child in Cambridgeshire, representing the cost of approximately 5 teachers 

in a school the size of Buckden CE Primary.  

eachers and Governors have continued to battle with this grossly unfair funding system to the point where 

schools are having to consider staff redundancies and sharp cuts in resources and the resultant impact this must 

urge you to reconsider the funding position for schools in the country and to take action to ensure the disparity 

If no change is made, every child in Cambridgeshire has around £

compared with a child in Peterborough.    

We would like to see the implementation of a fairer system where every parent can be reassured that funding to 

support their child’s education is equitable across the country, irrespective of which local 

I urge you to ensure that there is transitional funding given to Cambridgeshire from now until the National Fair 

   Please bring it to the attention to your colleagues in Westminster and 

be a champion for your constituents. 

I am writing to express my concern regarding the poor funding allocations for Cambridgeshire primary schools. 

I am seriously concerned over the lack of funding for Cambridgeshire schools and specifically Buckden CE Primary 

15), Cambridgeshire schools will receive the lowest school block funding per pupil of all of 

This means, for example, that a child in neighbouring Peterborough will generate 

00 more funding than a child in Cambridgeshire, representing the cost of approximately 5 teachers 

eachers and Governors have continued to battle with this grossly unfair funding system to the point where 

schools are having to consider staff redundancies and sharp cuts in resources and the resultant impact this must 

to take action to ensure the disparity 

If no change is made, every child in Cambridgeshire has around £4200 less invested in their 

a fairer system where every parent can be reassured that funding to 

support their child’s education is equitable across the country, irrespective of which local authority they live in. 

I urge you to ensure that there is transitional funding given to Cambridgeshire from now until the National Fair 

ring it to the attention to your colleagues in Westminster and 


