
 

 
 

Registered in England   

Company No: 07708603 
 

 

 

Buckden Church of England School 

(Primary Academy Trust)  
 

School Lane � Buckden � St Neots � Cambridgeshire   

PE19 5TT 
 

�:  01480 • 810241 

�:  01480 • 811937 
�:  office@buckden.cambs.sch.uk 

�:  www.buckdenschool.co.uk 

 

 

Headteacher 

Miss A A Anderson 

 

Assistant Headteacher 

Mrs M Heather  

 

School Business Manager 

Mrs J Mews 
 

 

 

 

               

 

12
th

 July 2013 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

By now you will have received your child’s report and their class allocation for next year.  We have been working 

tirelessly since becoming an Academy over 18 months ago to move towards our ultimate goal of both single aged 

year groups and smaller classes.  I am really pleased to say that for the first time in over 10 years we have no 

mixed age classes going into our next academic year.   I am sure you would agree that this is a huge achievement.  

 

We are continuing to strive for smaller class sizes and this year out of 11 classes only two classes will have more 

than our ideal number of 25 children in a class.  Talking to other primary schools in the area more than 60% of 

them have mixed aged classes in both key stages and a majority of them have class sizes of 30 in Key Stage 1 and 

an average of 33 in Key Stage 2.   

 

As you are all aware Miss Conlong will be taking a sabbatical for the next academic year and will be returning in 

September 2014.  Miss Castell-Evans is leaving to have time to explore the different opportunities                                 

that are open to her.  As some of you maybe aware or indeed guessed Mrs Butcher has the very exciting news 

that she is expecting her second child on Boxing Day.  Although she will be returning to school in September she 

will not be taking up a full time class position so soon before she is due to go on maternity leave.   

 

I would like to take the opportunity to introduce to you our three new members of staff.  Miss Harding will be 

teaching in Year 2, Miss Wilkerson will be teaching in Year 4 and Mr Burfiend will be teaching in Year 5.  I have 

asked them to introduce themselves to you which you will find below.   

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support.   

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Miss A Anderson 

Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MR CHRISTOPHER BURFIEND 

I started out studying a science degree at Cambridge University, and having spent two years working as a 

Teaching Assistant I decided to undertake a teacher training course at Reading Universtiy.  I am now delighted to 

be starting my career as a newly qualified teacher at Buckden School.

 

I am a big fan of almost any kind of sport and within the last few years 

included (but are not limited to) are rowing (as the cox

only wish I could play the sports half as well as I enjoyed them.  

 

 

 

 

 

MISS ASHLEIGH HARDING 

 My name is Ashleigh Harding, having completed my PGCE training and Buckden School I was thrilled when

position became available, as it has always been a delightful place to teach, with the children always showing 

their good manners and polite nature throughout the school.

 

Throughout my training I focused primarily on behaviour management, positive rein

and the promotion of positive behaviour.  This has had an encouraging impact

approach behaviour management within the classroom in a more positive way.

 

My hobbies include geocaching (which is mo

going to the cinema and I also have a passion for art.

 

I am very much looking forward to starting my adventure here at Buckden School and working

supportive staff and parents that I have to associate with the school.

 

 

 

 

 

MISS STACEY WILKERSON 

I have worked within childcare settings for 10 years, from toddler 

facilities.  This gave me my goal in becoming a teacher, as well as the inspiration of my wonderful 

was an amazing secondary school woodwork  teacher.  I worked throughout my academic career in nurseries then 

changing to an infant school as a Teaching Assistant progressing on to a Higher Level Teaching Assistant status for 

four years.  In my teaching and personal life I have developed a love for ICT and feel this is an invaluable teaching 

tool that engages children and furthers oppo

 

Out of school I have taken great pleasure in being an active member of the Guiding Association for many years 

now, from becoming a Brownie Guide at the age of 7 to being 

Guiding. 

 

I am a keen dancer and throughout my childhood attended ballet classes, achieving grades of distinctions 

throughout.  I then extended my skills into modern dance and street dance.
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included (but are not limited to) are rowing (as the cox) hockey, running, football, cycling, zumba and squash.  I 

only wish I could play the sports half as well as I enjoyed them.   

My name is Ashleigh Harding, having completed my PGCE training and Buckden School I was thrilled when

position became available, as it has always been a delightful place to teach, with the children always showing 

their good manners and polite nature throughout the school. 

Throughout my training I focused primarily on behaviour management, positive reinforcement (reward systems) 

and the promotion of positive behaviour.  This has had an encouraging impact on my teaching, and enabled me 

behaviour management within the classroom in a more positive way. 

My hobbies include geocaching (which is modern type of orienteering using an I-phone) as well as reading and 

I also have a passion for art. 

I am very much looking forward to starting my adventure here at Buckden School and working

rents that I have to associate with the school. 
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