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Dear Parents/Carers 

I can’t believe it is already October as I write this letter.  I wanted to share with you some of the improvements that 

have been made to the school in the past months and also to let you know what is happening at school this term. 

 

School Buildings 

Many of you have already been in school this term and seen the improvements that have been made, but for those 

of you who haven’t managed to see them I wanted to share with you the start of our journey of improvements.  We 

have created dedicated spaces for teaching rather than corridors and cleaned, tidied and brightened up dark areas.   

The following occurred during the summer; the Key Stage 1 area was painted, the Key Stage 2 corridor was painted, 

the lower Key Stage 2 art area was refurbished, a designated First Aid Room was created, a new staff room was 

established and defined  teaching areas in Key Stage 2 were created. 

   

   



    

    

We are continuing on our journey of improvements this term with a brand new boiler and new windows are being 

installed. We were successful in our bid for funding for these improvements through the Capital Building Fund for 

academies.  The Government made available £270 million pounds for academies to bid for capital projects.  The total 

bids amounted to over £3 billion with 2876 projects being presented.  The Government awarded monies to 515 

projects of which we were one.  Our boilers are currently being replaced and this work should be completed by half 

term. During the half term week and the beginning of next half term we will be having all single glazed windows 

replaced.  With this in mind there may be a slight disruption to our routines but it will be minimal. 

The building is tired, as we all know but we have made a start to improve this and are in the process of developing a 

comprehensive five year rejuvenation programme for the building which we hope to share with you in the coming 

months. 

We have come a long way in the last year and the building is being redesigned to accommodate our commitment to 

offering the best that we can for our children.  In the last year we have increased class numbers from 9 classes  to 11 

classes.  We have decreased class sizes significantly and for the majority class sizes are less than 25, which is a 

tremendous achievement and one that will enhance the quality of provision of learning that the children receive.  

We have gone from 7 out of 9 classes being mixed year groups to 1 out of 11.  Due to the new class sizes children 

that would have previously been withdrawn from classes to work in corridors for intervention groups, are now able 

to complete  those intervention groups  in class. So, there is an enormous amount that we can celebrate and also to 

continue to build on to provide a first class education for all the children who attend our school. 

OfSTED 

We are using the 3 key areas for improvement from the OfSTED Inspection to drive what we are doing in school and I 

would like to take the opportunity to outline what will be happening this term.  I will be reporting to you in 

December with regard to our progress. 

Improve communication with parents and carers: 

You will have received your Buckden School A-Z which I hope has been useful.  We will be updating it throughout the 

term as needs be.  

Within the the A-Z we have clearly outlined our commitment to communication and what you should expect from us 

regarding communication and time frames.  It also has all the contact details of all members of staff so that you can 

contact anyone. 

 



There is always one member of the Senior Leadership Team, usually me, on the playground in the morning and we 

welcome any comments from you at this time as well. 

The new school website will be going live by half term and we hope that it will be more informative and interactive 

and would welcome your comments on it. 

Accelerate pupils’ progress in English and mathematics so that most reach above average standards: 

Your children should already be talking to you about their targets and what targets they have been individually given 

for reading, writing and maths.   

We are in the process of introducing a programme of Assertive Mentoring for every child in the school.  Class 

teachers will talk more to you about this at parents evening later this term. 

Pupil progress meetings, where I discuss with all teachers the progress of all pupils in their classes, will now take 

place every half term rather than termly. 

Children are not working in corridors for intervention groups they will now be working in their classrooms. 

We are continuing to work on BIG Write and have introduced BIG Maths this term. 

By July 2013, the aim is to improve the quality of teaching so that no lesson is classed as being is inadequate and 

the majority of lessons are classed as being good.   

As a staff we are:-  

Having INSET sessions that are planned and being delivered on teaching standards and what makes a good lesson. 

Involved in paired  working with colleagues to observe good practice and improve our teaching. 

Teachers are team teaching across the school so that good practice is shared with all. 

Working with other primary schools in the HuntsNet cluster on delivering good teaching to raise standards. 

There are more ‘drop-ins’ by senior leaders to class lessons in the school to ensure that the quality of teaching is 

good. 

A comprehensive Performance Management cycle is now in place. 

Modern Foreign Languages 

For those of you who have children in Year 3 and above you should be fully aware that your children learn a 

language. In Year 3 the children are currently learning Latin and in Years 4,5 & 6 they learn Spanish.  We are very 

fortunate to have a  member of staff  who is fluent in Spanish so the children are receiving  a fully enriched provision.  

We are also considering offering modern foreign languages from Year 1 as an introduction and then developing a 

breadth of experiences in Years 2 and 3 which may include the teaching of Latin, German, French and Japanese.  We 

would really welcome your thoughts on this. 

ICT 

I have been working tirelessly on the provision of ICT, the new curriculum and the development of mobile 

technology.  As I am sure you can appreciate this is a huge area and one that many schools find difficult to both 

manage and resource, especially with the speed of technology change. 

I am very pleased to tell you that by Christmas each class will have 4 IPads for small group work and all IT will be 

taught with each child having an individual notebook to work on.  Teachers can also pool the IPads together to that 

they can be used as a class.   

This is a really exciting time for the school and I look forward to sharing this journey together with you . 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Miss A Anderson 

Headteacher 



 

 


