
Buckden CE Primary School 
 

Class Newsletter – Autumn 2014 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome to Jerboas Class Newsletter 
 

Curriculum Topic 

This term our class topic is ‘Shake, Rattle and Romans’. We will be studying the Roman invasion of Britain, learning key 

dates and important figures in this period of time. By the end of this topic we will have a better understanding of the 

Roman’s legacy in Britain. 

 

English and Maths 

English and Maths will be taught in class groups. The children will be grouped according to their ability and needs within 

the class for that particular lesson. 

As part of our English lessons, all children will have dedicated grammar and punctuation lessons and reading 

comprehension lessons, once a week. All children will also take part in a weekly guided reading session which will 

enhance their reading skills and demonstrate their understanding of texts.  

Big Maths shall be continuing this year, which includes a short mental maths session at the beginning of each lesson 

followed by the main activity. On a Friday we will complete our Big Maths Beat That tests and aim to better our scores. 

 

Homework Timetable 

The new homework timetable is below, please note the days that the homework is sent home and the date that it is due 

back. Please make every effort to make sure that homework is returned by the due date.  

Subject Day Set Date Due Back 

Extended Theme Homework Once a term To be confirmed  

English 

 

Handwriting 

 

 Spellings 

 

Friday Tuesday 

 

Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 

Maths Friday Tuesday 

Reading Daily Practice is encouraged; we would 

like to recommend 20 minutes a day. 
 

Intervention Groups Set as required   

 

Spellings 

For your child to gain maximum benefit from the spellings that are set we recommend that they practise for 5 

consecutive days prior to our Thursday spelling test. Please encourage your child to return their book to school having 

completed their final practise on the Tuesday evening. If you feel that your child needs to practise their spellings over a 

longer period of time let me know.  

 

Water 

The children do get the opportunity to have a drink at all break times, but please encourage your child to bring their 

own water bottle from home. They can then have them in the classroom and drink when they need to, avoiding 

constant treks out of the classroom, which is very detrimental to learning! 

 

Music 

This year we are lucky to be including a music lesson every week, learning an instrument. We have specialist music 

teachers who will be joining us for a lesson every Thursday. The children will be slowly introduced to the range of 

instruments available and will be bringing an instrument home before October half term. The children are responsible 

for these instruments and must ensure that they are returned to school every Wednesday in preparation for our 

Thursday lesson. The children are asked to practise notes and rhythms at home, ideally for 5 mins a day. Please look at 

our class page on the website as details of new notes will be posted here.  

 



 

Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) 

This year we will be continuing with our weekly Spanish lessons and also introducing the pupils to French. Both of these 

languages will be taught by Mrs Anderson. 

 

Class Fund 

We are asking for a voluntary £5.00 contribution for our class fund, this will be used to enrich and enhance the 

curriculum. Please could these be handed into your child’s class teacher or given to the school office in a labelled 

envelope. 

  

Coats and Outdoor Shoes 

Please ensure that your child brings a winter coat and outdoor shoes to school every day, as we are planning to use our 

outdoor environment in all weathers for both breaks and as a learning environment. 

 

Timetable 

Our timetable will be put on the Jerboas class page on the school website in the next fortnight.  Remember that PE kit is 

expected to be in school from Monday to Friday, to enable us to change the timetable in view of bad weather. 

 

Please find attached our Autumn Curriculum Overview. This takes the form of a jigsaw; showing the different key skills 

that will be covered during this term. If you would like to see the overview of the whole year, this can be found on the 

school website. 

 

I hope this information is of use to you.  If you have any brief questions on day to day issues I am available at the start 

and end of the day outside the classroom. For longer queries, please make an appointment to see me.  You can also 

reach me on my e-mail sjaynes@buckden.cambs.sch.uk. We do check these daily, but if the matter is urgent contact the 

school office by phone or on office@buckden.cambs.sch.uk as they have their emails open all day and they will let us 

know.  

 

Yours sincerely  

Mrs S Jaynes 

 

 

 


